San Jose Mercury News - Demand for H-113 vigas exceeds limit
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Demand for H-1B visas exceeds limit
LOTTERY Wilt, DETERMIME WHICH REALESTS FROUM EMPLOYERS ARE ACCEPTEDR
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The seramble far ach-worker visas ended Tumsday a2 Immigration offlclals
annouread thay hil the cap for next yoar's H-1B visas Manday, the Ttst day
compania aould opply far tham.
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Ropresantativas of (he U,S. Gllzanehip and Imeigralion Barvices sald the ]

agency har racalved B ranord 150,000 applications a8 of igte Manday sfternaan far he 015,000 visas Available for (he
2008 Tacara) fisenl yeer, which starla Oct. 1, mmigration offlelsls daclded to actapl 8 ihe applicalians racrived both
Mamday ard Tuesday, and whl plags (1am in n comptiar-generaled otary o drltrtnine who witf recalve tha visas,
whith are far architacle, enpinanrs, sampllar proarammere and othor skilled warkers,

Ji's unclaar whather ak additional 20,000 vieas st asidr for warkers with A maslar's degrer or higher are gona, oo,

Tha lattary will et leke place far sevaral wanks, ascording 1 e immigrallen sganey. And that has businessas and
the altorneys rapraaanting tham waiting amxlausly 16 ind out whelihar thay cen male planned hiree,

Ban Franclaco ~ltsmey Sall Schaham Gordon, who said el week thal she'd be warking Ihrough Saturtay to gal har
cliamts’ applicatlons au, aald all of her apnileations mada it in on lime, “Hewsver, a3 you cah ihaging, | have some
vary rarvous oflents Aghl now," she sald.

Reber Hoffman, Oracle's viea prasldent of gavarnment end public aftalra and eo-2halr of Compale Amarica, # coalition
of buginaasms, universltles And others

puLshing for raform far the program, wee dlsmayard
thn eap was hit 5o quickly,

Adverlisamont

A glgniflzaal aumber of excantlonally shdlied
Irelividuals who will ba gradualing hia year fram U5,
eullages and nnlvarsilfas will be shut out of the LS,
job markel, and not for 3 lack of joba bul for e lack of
visis" he eald.

Hoffman satd Oracla filed H-18 applloallans, bul the
sampany doasm't know yol how many will ke
Acsapled,

Hotfmen safd tha sutek closing of the H-1R visa
wintow signiflas the syetam for ringlng in forgign
warkars has hit an “ateurd” level of dyafunction, Ha,
Gordon end ellems sHd I ketghlang he urgency for
ifnmigration rafarm,

Thry ara pushing Gongress o increake of ramaove
the zap far Ihe employer-sponsered visas and alse
Tor graen cards far thd workers,

An matnigration-reform bill inlreduced 1as! monthin
the Housn of Ropreaenistivas cauld nearly triple he
numher of the vigag availabia and maora than doubla 1he number of gresn cards for viea holders.

Tha White Housn also has iasuad an immigralion-refars sroposal, whish wouild 1Bsue employmant visas based on 8
poltl syelam rafincting he U5, acanery'a neads, Bul ' unchasr how that would changa the rumbear of 1B, 2aid
Bnb Salnniwa, assotiale director of advocaey al lhe Amearisin Immigralton Lawyars Assocletion.

Oppenants of te program have eonlanded that ihe system fa abused by compenles, some steking lo hira cheap
fareign Iekor At Ihe expanse of American workers,

A blll fatrodiicad tast waak by Sans. Dick Duedin, D-IN, and Chuck Grassiny, Rdows, wisuld crack down on the wse of

F-1B8, requiting companies o Mereaga offortz (o hire Amaricen warkers bafare bringing In foretgn [bat and izeding
addlllong! resteictione on the use of he viges.

Cariag! Mehaie £, Matussl at mmorscoi@angrewspapems com or (510) 208-6434,
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